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                  Kookmin Bank Issues Hybrid Tier I Securities

On January 16, 2003, the board of directors of Kookmin Bank has approved and
ratified Kookmin Bank's issuance of Hybrid Tier I Securities in order to
diversify its capital portfolio and improve its BIS capital adequacy ratio.

Kookmin Bank announced that detailed structure including the deal size will be
determined depending on the market condition and approvals of the related
financial supervisory organizations.
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                                   SIGNATURES

     Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

                                               Kookmin Bank
                                               -------------------------------
                                               (Registrant)

     Date: January 17, 2003                    By: /s/ Jong-Kyoo Yoon
                                               -------------------------------
                                               (Signature)

                                               Name:  Jong-Kyoo Yoon
                                               Title: Executive Vice President &
                                                      Chief Financial Officer
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