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INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN THE REPORT

Item 5. Other Events and Regulation FD Disclosure.

On January 27, 2004, Sterling Financial Corporation ( Sterling ) issued a press release announcing the appointment of Donald N. Bauhofer and
William L. Ike Eisenhart to the Sterling Board of Directors. Sterling also announced that Sterling Savings Bank ( Sterling Savings ), the principal
subsidiary of Sterling, has appointed Kermit K. Houser and Dianne E. Spires to the Board of Directors of Sterling Savings. Mr. Bauhofer and

Mr. Eisenhart replace Dr. Robert E. Meyers and David O. Wallace who have resigned from the Sterling Board. The text of the press release is
included as Exhibit 99.1 to this report.

Item 7. Exhibits.

(c) The following exhibits are being furnished herewith:

Exhibit No. Exhibit Description
99.1 Press release text of Sterling Financial Corporation dated January 27, 2004.
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