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(d) Sterling Financial Corporation ("Sterling") hereby discloses that all
necessary regulatory approvals have been received for the appointment of Creigh
H. Agnew, Marcus C. Lampros and William J. Wrigglesworth to the Sterling Board
of Directors. The appointments had been subject to approval by Sterling's
primary regulator, the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, which has advised
Sterling that it has no objection to the appointments. Ms. Agnew and Mr. Lampros
and Mr. Wrigglesworth also currently serve on the Board of Directors of
Sterling's wholly-owned subsidiary, Sterling Savings Bank, and are expected to
continue to do so. The appointments became effective on March 19, 2010.

Sterling previously announced the appointments of Sterling Savings Bank
Directors Ned M. Barnes, Rodney W. Barnett, Thomas H. Boone, Kermit K. Houser
and Dianne E. Spires to serve as Sterling Directors in its Annual Report on Form
10-K filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission on March 16, 2010. The
appointments followed a determination Dby Sterling's Board of Directors that
having members of the Sterling Savings Bank Board serve on the Sterling Board
would enhance communication between Sterling and Sterling Savings Bank without
increasing Board-related expenses and without placing additional demands on

management. The Sterling Board of Directors therefore increased the number of
members to 14 and appointed the members of the Sterling Savings Bank Board of
Directors to also serve on the Sterling Board of Directors, subject to

regulatory approval, which has been received for all appointments.
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