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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Principal Officers.

On November 14, 2005, Stepan Company ( Stepan ) issued a press release announcing the election by the Board of Directors at its meeting held
on November 11, 2005, of F. Quinn Stepan, Jr., President, to succeed his father, F. Quinn Stepan, Sr., as Chief Executive Officer, effective
January 1, 2006. Mr. F. Quinn Stepan, Sr. will continue as Chairman of the Board of Stepan. A copy of the press release is attached as Exhibit
99.1 hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

Mr. Stepan, Jr. has been President and Chief Operating Officer of Stepan since 1999. He joined Stepan in 1987 after working four years for
Monsanto Company. Previous to becoming President and Chief Operating Officer, Mr. Stepan, Jr. served as Vice President and General
Manager of Stepan s Surfactant Department, Stepan s largest business segment.

Mr. Stepan, Jr., 45 years old, is the son of F. Quinn Stepan, Sr. and the nephew of Paul H. Stepan, a director of Stepan. Mr. Stepan, Jr. currently
serves as a director of the Follett Corporation, as a member of the Board of Directors of The Soap and Detergent Association and will begin
serving on The Board of the American Chemical Council on January 1, 2006.

Mr. Stepan, Sr., 68 years old, is the father of F. Quinn Stepan, Jr. and the brother of Paul H. Stepan. In addition to Mr. Stepan, Sr. s role as
Chairman of the Board, Mr. Stepan, Sr. will continue as an executive officer of Stepan. Mr. Stepan, Sr. has served as Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer since 1984.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(c) Exhibits

Exhibit
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99.1 Press Release of Stepan Company dated November 14, 2005
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

STEPAN COMPANY

By: /s/ Kathleen M. Owens

Kathleen M. Owens

Assistant Secretary

Date: November 16, 2005
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